


President: Natalia Regueira Martínez
Moderator: Betzabe Hernández Ríos
Official Assistant: Fernanda Itzel Huerta Franco
Introduction to the Committee

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) is the UN entity that seeks to build peace through international
cooperation in education, sciences, and culture. This organization was created
on November 16, 1945, and counts with 193 member States and 11 Associate
Members governed by the General Conference and the Executive board
(United Nations, n.d.). UNESCO’s mission is the eradication of poverty,
contributing to the building of a culture of peace, addressing sustainable
development, and establishing intercultural dialogues through sciences,
education, information, culture, and communication. The main work of this
entity is to create “conditions for dialogue among civilizations, cultures and
people, based upon respect for commonly values” (United Nations, n.d.).

Therefore, UNESCO’s global priority areas are focused on Africa, Gender
Equality, and the following objectives: link all nations by conserving, sharing,
and preserving the heritage of all cultures; promote science programs and
policies based on sustainable development and cooperation; defend freedom
of expression as a fundamental right and a key condition for democracy and
development; attaining quality education for all and lifelong learning;
addressing emerging social and ethical challenges, etcetera (United Nations,
n.d.). “In spirit, UNESCO develops educational tools to help people live as
citizens in a world free from intolerance, and promotes dialogue in order to



achieve global visions of sustainable development, human rights, and the
alleviation of poverty” (UNESCO, 2021).

Introduction to the Topic

Journalists and human rights defenders face major risks worldwide as a result
of their work. The National Human Rights Commission has repeatedly
expressed its concern about the alarming situation these activists and
journalists face day by day. In consequence, “the protection of activists and
journalists, as well as ending impunity for attacks against them, is a global
priority issue for safeguarding freedom of expression” (Article 19, n.d.).

Before fully delving into the topic, it is important to define two terms.
According to Britannica (2020), journalism is defined as the “collection,
preparation, and distribution of news and related commentary and feature
materials through such print and electronic media”. A journalist, on the other
hand, is “a person who writes news stories or articles for a newspaper or
magazine, or broadcasts them on radio or television” (Cambridge Dictionary,
2021).

After comprehending the previous terms, it is relevant to now focus on
activism. An activist is defined as a person who uses or supports strong
actions, such as public protests, in favor or against one side of a controversial
issue and also campaigns for social change (Merriam-Webster, n.d.). Likewise,
“Human rights defender” is a term used to describe people who, individually or
with others, act to promote or protect Human Rights peacefully (OHCHR,
2016), which means human rights defenders work to improve societies and
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contribute to peace and democracy. The main mission of Human Rights
Defenders is to teach others how to apply Human Rights standards in the
context of a professional activity. In short, the work of human rights defenders
often consists of gathering and disseminating information, conducting
advocacy, and mobilizing public opinion.

As mentioned above, journalists and activists face many threats while doing
their work. According to the United Nations (n.d.), since 2004, close to 1,200
journalists have been murdered for reporting news, and it is expected that in
only 1 out of 10 ten cases the perpetrators will be convicted. Nevertheless,
these numbers do not count the many more journalists who suffer from
non-fatal attacks in conflict and non conflict areas, including arbitrary
detention, enforced disappearances, torture, intimidation, and sexual
harassment (United Nations, n.d.). Another report made by the Committee to
Protect Journalists (CPJ, n.d.) found that between 1992 and 2020, 720
journalists were murdered with no consequences for the perpetrators.

As for activists, although the risks they face are believed to be different from
those faced by journalists, they often face similar threats (prison, death,
harassment). A report made by the London-based Global Witness Watchdog
states that 164 environmental activists and land defenders were murdered in
2018 by government security forces, criminal gangs, and private militias
(Strickland, 2019). Additionally, the Times article titled Record Number of
Environmental Activists Killed In 2019 shows that 212 activists were murdered
in 2019, with ⅔ of those deaths occurring in Latin America (Godin, 2020). With
2019 representing the deadliest year for environmental activists, the Global
Witness new report says that “the actual death toll is likely much higher, as
many cases go unreported” (Godin, 2020).



Exemplified in the UNESCO’s report named Intensified attacks, New defenses,
the Arab States are considered the deadliest part of the world for journalists
(30% of global murders), followed by Latin America and the Caribbean region
(26%), and the Asian and Pacific States (24%). The report also shows that in
2017 and 2018, 55% of journalist murders happened in non-conflict zones
(UNESCO, 2019). In addition, according to the CPJ (2019), countries with the
highest number of imprisoned activists and journalists in 2018 include: Turkey,
with 68 incarcerated; China, with 47; Egypt, with 25; Saudi Arabia, with 16; and
Eritrea with 16. The following graphs represent the number of journalists and
activists murdered worldwide.

Number of journalists murdered worldwide from 1995 to 2019
(Statista, 2021)



Environmental activists murdered in 2019
(Global Witness, 2020)

Murders of human rights defenders worldwide, 2015-2019
(DW Freedom, n.d.)



The impunity for crimes against journalists and activists has become a regular
problem that leads to more murders and represents, according to the United
Nations, a breakdown of law and judicial systems (UN, n.d.). In the Safety of
Journalists and the Danger of Impunity, a report made by the Director-General
of UNESCO, only 13 percent of cases globally involving crimes against
journalists were reported as resolved, in comparison to 12 per cent in 2019
and 11 per cent in 2018 (UNESCO, 2020).

Historical Background

The violation of the Human Rights of journalists and activists is a worldwide
problem that has been happening for decades. This freedom of speech
violation hinders the work of reporters and human rights defenders, since they
serve to inform and raise awareness of issues. That is why it is pertinent to
recapitulate, on one hand, the history movements related to this problem that
established the basis of the current fights; and on the other, review the role of
journalists throughout time.

The first appearances of feminism. Feminism is defined as a “belief in the
political, economic and cultural equality of women” and has been present
since the earliest eras of human civilization (History, n.d.). It is divided into
three waves: the first wave of feminism, dealing with the right to vote; the
second wave of feminism, focusing on equality and anti-discrimination, and
the third wave, which started in the 1990’s (History, n.d.).

The first wave of feminism occurred between the late 19th and early 20th

centuries. Its main goal was to open up opportunities for women, focusing on



property rights and suffrage. The movement formally began at the Seneca Falls
Declaration in 1848 when three hundred men and women joined the cause for
women’s equality, outlining the new movement’s political strategies and
ideology (Rampton, 2008).

As it was mentioned before, the second wave of feminism was mainly focused
on women’s liberation. This wave began in the 1960’s and continued until the
1990’s. Sexuality and reproductive rights were dominant issues, as well as
efforts to talk and fight gender oppression (Rampton, 2008).

Finally, the third wave of feminism began in the middle 90’s, with main
constructs such as fighting against workplace sexual harassment and working
to increase the number of women in positions of power. Even though people
believe the third wave of feminism is still going on, others think a fourth wave
has surged in the 21st century (Grady, 2018).

The first appearances of LGTBQ+ activism. Most historians agree that there
is evidence of homosexual activity and same-sex love in every documented
culture, whether it was accepted or not. For more than 150 years, activists
have worked and fought to make what is today known as the LGBTQ+
community possible. Although it is difficult to say for sure given the situation of
the rights movement at that time, the protests outside the U.S. Army’s
Whitehall Street Recruiting Center in 1964 are generally considered to be the
first public demonstration for LGBTQ+ rights. These protests started “after the
confidentiality of a gay man’s recruiting file was addressed, prompting an
activist named Randy Wicker to organize the manifestation to denounce the
Army’s anti-gay policies” (Cavanaugh, 2021).



After a group of police officers attacked a Los Angeles building on New Year’s
Day, 1967, a group of LGBTQ+ rights activists began protesting outside the
door. The movement was organized by the organization P.R.I.D.E. (Personal
Rights in Defense and Education) and the crowd was the largest civil rights
demonstration the LGBTQ+ community had produced at the time, leading to
some calling this protest the “birthplace of a worldwide movement”
(Cavanaugh, 2021).

It is also important to mention the Stonewall riots on June 28, 1969, when after
a group of policemen arrested 13 members of the LGTBQ+ community at New
York, allies and activists from the community protested for days asking for
equality and respect. Subsequently, after the Stonewall protests, more people
started supporting the movement. In response, activists organized the first
LGBTQ+ march in the United States and worldwide, giving rise to annual pride
parades (Wiginton, 2020).

Persian Gulf War. The Persian Gulf War was an international conflict triggered
by Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait on August 2, 1990. Iraq’s leader, Saddam Hussein,
ordered the invasion and occupation of Kuwait with the main purpose of
gaining oil reserves and expanding the Iraqi government. On August 3, the
United Nations Security Council called for Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait, and
on August 6 the council imposed a worldwide ban on trade with Iraq
(Britannica, 2021).

Journalism played an important role in this issue. In 1969, Saddam Hussein
imposed limits on his own party, banning freedom of expression despite the
fact that the Iraqi constitution granted everyone the right to it. In 1981, a law



was passed by the Iraqi government in which they assigned the responsibility
for press journalism to the Ministry of Culture and the Press with the specific
purpose of using the media to disseminate the ruling party’s ideology. Thus, in
1990, with the beginning of the Persian Gulf War, violence against journalists
was even more present. According to the New York-based Committee to
journalists (CPJ), of the confirmed 242 deaths of journalists since the
beginning of the conflict, to 2007, 124 occurred in Iraq; of those 124
journalists, 102 were Iraqi citizens. Additionally, tens of these Iraqis murdered
during the conflict were media support personnel (Kuttab, 2007).

Kosovo War. The Kosovo War was an armed conflict in which the ethnic
Albanians opposed the government of Yugoslavia (conformed by Croatia,
Montenegro, Serbia, Slovenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Macedonia) from
February 1998 to June 1999. The conflict gained international attention and
was resolved with the intervention of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO).

After the death of “Tito”, a dictator that refused to seek nationalism in the
Yugoslav region, in 1980, tensions between the two ethnic groups began due
to the serious economic crisis and the spread of nationalism. While many
Serbs left the region out of fear, an unofficial referendum of independence was
approved in Kosovo, triggering the beginning of the Kosovo War (Britannica
2020).

According to Wilston Center (1999), people from all the world didn’t know what
was really happening in Kosovo due to the lack of news, “but certain
generalizations are probably true based on on-the-scene reporting and various



briefings”. From August 1998 to September 2000, at least seven Serbian
journalists disappeared and are believed to have been murdered in Kosovo,
during and after the Kosovo War (1998–99). The status of these cases has
been classified as missing or dead. Some of them are:

● Momir Stokuća. A photojournalist who informed Politika of his family’s
disappearance on September 21, 1999 in the center of Priština. His
family has not yet received any official information about the
investigation (Kosovo Server Portal, 2018).

● Ranko Perenić and Đuro Slavuj. Journalists from RTV Priština, they
disappeared on August 21, 1998 (Council of Europe, 2018). On the
same day, they went to the Zočište monastery to collect information on
the liberated Orthodox monks who had been kidnapped by the Kosovo
Liberation Army. Both were last seen at Velika Hoča, from where they
departed to drive towards Zočište, but they made a wrong turn towards
Orahovac, which was under the control of the KLA. The car they were
driving was never found and they officially became the first Serbs to
work for the media who disappeared during the conflict.

Murder of Bardhyl Ajeti and Bekim Kastrati. It is important to mention the
murder of Bardhyl Ajeti and Bekim Kastrati in Kosovo as well. They both
worked for the same newspaper, Bota Sot (“Today’s World”), a former diaspora
newspaper still known for its affiliation with the LDK and the former president.

Bekim Kastrati, an ethnic Albanian journalist, was murdered in the year 2005.
According to the CPJ (2001), “the murder of Bekim Kastrati serves as a



reminder of the grave security threats that journalists in Kosovo face”. On the
other hand, Bardhyl Ajeti, also a Kosovo journalist, was driving to the capital of
the country when unidentified assailants shot him from a car (CPJ, 2005). In
the case of Bekim Kastrati, the CPJ was investigating “whether the attack was
connected to his journalism work or not” (CPJ, 2005). Like those cases, there
are many more that haven’t been solved or correctly investigated and remain
unsolved.

Current Relevance

Journalists and activists are very important worldwide since they inform and
raise consciousness of regional, national and worldwide issues (Open
Government Partnership, 2019). They also serve as critical intermediaries,
connect public institutions, and are decision-makers with everyday citizens. As
a result, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR,
2012) states that:

Journalism should be considered an activity and a profession that
constitutes a necessary service to any society, as it provides individuals
the information necessary to form their own ideas and opinions and
freely draw their own conclusions. Everyone, by exercising the right to
seek and receive information, can make informed decisions, express
their opinions freely and participate actively in a democratic system.

The freedom of activists and journalists continues to face threats that put their
wellbeing and security at risk. According to the Alliance of Independent
Journalists (AJI), the cases of violence against reporters increased significantly



in 2020, with most of the aggressions journalists encounter being intimidation,
confiscation of work equipment, criminalization, erasing of footage, and even
murder (The Jakarta Post, 2020). The UNESCO’s Observatory of Killed
Journalists reported that in 2020, 40 freelance journalists were murdered in the
area of Africa, 123 in Arab States, 48 in Asia and the Pacific, 19 in Europe and
North America, and 30 in Latin America and the Caribbean (UNESCO, 2020).
This means that between 2014 and 2019, the murders of journalists increased
almost 18% compared to the previous years (UNESCO, 2019).

The following graph represents the number of journalists murder worldwide
from 2003 to 2021:

Number of journalists killed worldwide from 2003 to 2021, by motive



(Statista, 2021)

Human rights defenders face threats that can be both direct or indirect and
targeted to specific individuals or general and collective groups. As mentioned
above, the risks they face are often intended to “intimidate, silence and stop
[them] from carrying out their work” (Leuven, 2021). Since 2015, it is estimated
that a total of 1,323 human rights defenders have been murdered, with at least
281 instances in 2019 alone. According to the OHCHR, these murders were
committed in 64 countries worldwide (representing ⅔ of UN member states),
with Latin America and the Arab region the most affected areas (Leuven, 2021).

To illustrate what has been mentioned, it is important to give some actual
examples related to this issue. The Syrian Civil War started on March 15, 2011,
after the open fire on the pro-democracy uprisings in which protesters
demanded an end to the Bashar al-Assad regime. As a result, opposition
militias began to form in 2011, and by 2012 “the conflict had expanded into a
full-fledged civil war” (Britannica, 2011).

Violence escalated quickly in the country and approximately 250,000 people
were murdered, which is why, by August 2015, the United Nations dictated
that all the parties involved in this conflict had committed several crimes such
as murder, assault, authorized vanishings, torture, mass killings, and the use of
chemical arms, in which journalists were involved. According to Reporters
Without Borders (2021), since the beginning of the conflict, between 300 and
700 journalists were killed in airstrikes or executed; at least 300 reporters were
arrested; nearly 100 were victims of abduction; and over a hundred
professional and non-professional journalists went missing while reporting the
Syrian Civil War.



Consequently, the Syrian Journalists’ Association was created. The SJA is a
local press freedom group established on February 20, 2012 and is a member
of the IFJ (International Federation of Journalists). “The SJA works to protect
Syrian journalists physically and morally through an international
communications network with several media organizations to serve the
objectives of the SJA and Syrian journalists” (SJA, n.d.). As they mention in
their official page, their objective is to strengthen the role of media and ensure
that the right of freedom of expression is respected in the Syrian press (SJA,
n.d.).

Likewise, Latin America is constantly the region where being an activist is most
dangerous. In 2019, half of the murders of human rights defenders targeted
those who had been involved in matters of land and environment, as well as
rights of indigenous people and other minorities (Leuven, 2021). According to
Lawlor (2021), this occurs because the work of activists is mostly done in
remote locations, far from the “protective gaze of international media or
embassies in major cities”. The graphic demonstrated below shows the Latin
American countries where most land activists and environmental defenders
were murdered in the mentioned:



Number of land activists and environmental defenders murdered in
selected countries in Latin America in 2019

(Statista, 2021)

In addition to what has been said previously, Mexico is one of the five most
dangerous nations in the world to practice these professions (IFJ, 2018).
During 2018, 11 media professionals died in the course of their work,
according to IFJ data (2018), and since the year 2000, at least 144 journalists
have been murdered on Mexican territory. In the Arab region, Afghanistan
remains as another of the most dangerous countries for journalists. In 2019, 16
deaths were reported, with nine Afghan journalists murdered in a single
accident at the capital of Afghanistan, Kabul (BBC, 2019). The countries in
which most journalists were murdered in the course of their work during 2018



were: Afghanistan, with 16 journalists murdered; 11 in Mexico; 8 in Yemen; 8 in
Syria; 7 in India; and 5 in the United States (RSF, 2018).

According to the United Nations, the restrictions to media and activism can
foster violence, intimidation, violation of freedom of expression,
self-censorship, and stigmatization that can have effects on their respective
work and consequently affect the achievement of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG’s), especially number 16. This SDG stands for
“Peace, justice, and strong institutions” and has the mission to “Promote
peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access
to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all
levels ” (UN, n.d.). This means this goal seeks to reduce violent crime, sex
trafficking, forced labor, child abuse, and promote freedom of expression as
long as it is peaceful and inclusive. It is this way that the international
community values peace and justice, calls for stronger judicial systems that
enforce laws and work for a more peaceful and fair society, so when a crime or
offense is carried out, those responsible will not go unpunished (UN, n. d.).

At the same time, it is also important to mention the role of women activists
and reporters. According to a 2018 report published by the International
Women’s Media Foundation (IWMF), 70% of women journalists have
experienced more than one type of harassment, threat, or attack during their
careers. Additionally, 66% of the women journalists who were victims of online
harassment suffered attacks based on their gender, according to the results of
the IFJ’s (n.d.) survey.



The aforementioned impunity for crimes against journalists and Human Rights
defenders represents a big threat to the judiciary system and law. According to
the UN Data (n.d.), “only one in ten cases committed against media workers
over the past decade has led to a conviction”. This causes societies to lose
confidence in their judiciary system, which has the purpose of protecting and
ensuring everyone’s human rights. “Perpetrators of crimes against journalists
are thus emboldened when they realize they can attack their targets without
ever facing justice” (UN, n.d.). The following graph demonstrates the status of
judicial inquiry into murder of journalists in 2006-2016:

(World Association of News Publishers, 2017)

International Actions

There are multiple institutions outside the United Nations that are helping
mitigate violence against journalists and activists. An example is the



Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ), an independent, not-for-profit
organization that promotes freedom of press around the world and defends the
right of journalists to report safely and without fear of retaliation. CPJ’s work is
based on its research that provides a global snapshot of obstructions to a free
press worldwide. CPJ denounces press freedom violations, meets with heads
of State and high-ranking officials, spearheads or advises on diplomatic
efforts, and works with other organizations to ensure that justice prevails when
journalists are imprisoned or murdered. This organization also provides
comprehensive, life-saving support to journalists and media support staff
working around the world through up-to-date safety and security information
and rapid response assistance (CPJ, n.d.).

For its part, Reporters Without Borders (RSF) is an international
non-governmental organization whose stated aim is to safeguard the right to
freedom of information. Since 1985, they have provided assistance to
journalists at risk and training in digital and physical safety; as well as
campaigned to raise awareness of abuses against journalists and ensure their
wellbeing and freedom. They also ensure everyone has access to news and
information by providing daily reports and press releases in French, English,
Spanish, Portuguese, Arabic, Farsi and Chinese. RSF publishes an annual
press freedom digest (World Press Freedom Index) which measures the status
of media freedom in 180 countries (RSF, n.d.).

It is also relevant to mention Amnesty International, a global movement of
more than 10 million people who campaign for an enjoyment of Human Rights.
It was created in 1961 by a British lawyer named Peter Benenson and has
since united people all over the world in solidarity for justice and freedom
(Amnesty International, n.d.). It investigates and exposes facts, tells people’s



stories and supports them to claim and stand for their rights, mainly having
activists on their frontline (Amnesty International, n.d.). This movement has
also elaborated reports such as the “On the Human Rights Frontline”, which
talk about interviews with human rights defenders and the threats they face
day by day (Amnesty International UK, 2021).

On the other hand, the International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) is an
international Non Gubernamental Organization (NGO) federating 192
organizations of 117 countries. Since its creation in 1922, this organization has
been defending civil, social, political, economic, and cultural rights established
in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. This organization acts “at
national, regional and international levels in support of its member and partner
organizations to address human rights abuses and consolidate democratic
processes” (FIDH, n.d.). With help from other partner organizations, the FIDH
actions are based on 3 main objectives: “Securing the freedom and capacity to
act for human rights defenders, the universality of rights and their
effectiveness” (FIDH, n.d.).

The Human Rights Watch is a non gubernamental organization who
investigates and reports abuses happening worldwide. It was founded in 1978
as the “Helsinki Watch” when it began investigating rights abuses in Helsinki
during the period of the Cold War. From then on, their mission has been to
ensure the respect of all Human Rights, including the ones of journalists and
activists, with help of governments, the United Nations, and others “to see that
policy is changed, laws are enforced, and justice is served” (HRW, n.d.).

UN Actions



The United Nations has taken different actions regarding this worldwide issue.
This international organization has implemented laws in resolutions such as the
UN Plan of Action Measures and the Issue of Impunity, a plan that has the
main purpose of establishing a new coordinated inter-agency to handle issues
related to the safety of journalists, as well as assisting other countries to
develop legislations and mechanisms that are favorable to freedom of
expression and information, and achieve the implementation of existing
international rules and principles (OHCHR, n.d.). To further reinforce this
prevention, the UN Plan of Action recommends working in cooperation with all
countries’ governments, media houses, professional associations, and
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) to make awareness and raise
campaigns on a wide range of issues, such as existing international
instruments and conventions (UNESCO, n.d.).

In 1997, during the UNESCO’s General Conference, Resolution 29,
“Condemnation of Violence against Journalists”, was adopted. Its main
objective was to invite the international community to condemn murders and
any physical violence against journalists as a crime against society since it
curtails freedom of expression and, as a consequence, all other rights. The
resolution urged all nations and authorities to discharge their duty of
protecting, punishing, and investigating crimes and their consequences
(UNESCO, n.d.).

Likewise, UNESCO also has initiated the “UNESCO Observatory of Killed
Journalists”, an online database that provides information on the status of
judicial inquiries into murder of journalists or media workers. It has been
functioning since 1993, providing information of journalists murdered all over
the world. This database has counted 1,293 casualties since its creation,



including more than 80 recorded in 2018, and allows media workers such as
journalists, researchers, and public figures to obtain information, with search
options based on nationality, country of death, name, sex, media type, and
employment status (UNESCO, 2018).

Other organs of the United Nations have implemented resolutions and
strategies to solve this issue, such as the United Nations Security Council. In
2006, this organ approved Resolution 1738, which condemns attacks against
journalists, media and associated personnel in conflict situations. This
resolution states that these persons need to be considered as civilians, and
therefore their rights must be respected and protected. As well, the
installations and equipment used by reporters are also considered as “civilian
objects” and must not be targeted by any military action (United Nations,
2006).

Points to Discuss

1. Context
a. Impunity for crimes against journalists and activists

i. Unresolved Cases
ii. Lack of resources allocated to law enforcement

b. Countries with armed conflicts and instability
i. Extremist and political right-wing groups

2. Development
a. Threats that journalists and activists need to face

i. Physical threats
1. Murder

a. Local journalists



b. Foreign journalists
2. Hostage-taking
3. Kidnapping and torture
4. Forced disappearances

b. Gender-based violence
i. Women activists and journalists

1. Sexual assault
a. Abuse

2. Violation of human rights
a. Lack of freedom of expression

ii. LGBTQ+ activists and journalists
1. Molestation and harassment

c. Offline and online harassment attacks
i. Threats

1. Hate speech
2. Cyberbullying
3. Public shaming

ii. Relevant actors
1. Intermediaries and social media companies
2. Media organizations
3. Intergovernmental organizations
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