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Introduction to the Committee

The General Assembly (GA), created in 1954 in New York, is one of the six
main organs of the United Nations (UN). The GA has 193 members, with only
the Holy See and Palestine as observer states. 

According to the United Nations Charter (1945), the founding document of the
UN, the General Assembly’s main role is policy-making. This means it is in
charge of discussing issues and making suggestions and recommendations.
The GA also has other functions, such as admitting new members, managing
and supervising the activities of other United Nations members, adopting the
general rules that should govern the operation of the General Secretariat, and
approving its regulations. Normally, all the decisions taken go through the
process of voting; important matters, for example, require a two-thirds
majority. The General Assembly exercises its powers in accordance with the
provisions of the Charter and other inter-American treaties (Organización de
Estados Americanos [OEA], 2021). 

Introduction

The COVID-19 crisis started on December 31, 2019, in Wuhan, China, when
the very first case was reported. Around early January, 2020, health authorities
began to suspect the previously unknown disease was caused by a new type
of coronavirus (Branswell, 2020). There are two facts to mention here: the first,
which only has the purpose of reinforcing the idea, is that other kinds and
variants of this virus exist; and the second, that COVID-19 is classified as a



zoonotic disease. This last term stands for diseases that are transmitted
between animal species to humans or vice versa.

Before getting to know how this crisis is affecting the achievement of the
Sustainable Development Goals and Targets, it is important to understand
what the following two terms mean: 

● A pandemic is understood as the “worldwide spread of a new disease”
(World Health Organization [WHO], 2010).

● An epidemic is understood as:
The fast spread of illness cases in a respective area or population. In
this term, the period of the cases as well as the area in which the illness
spread, are specified and because of the size, the type of population
exposed to the illness, their previous diseases, the time and place of
occurrence.

After comprehending the meanings of these
terms, it is understood that there is a difference
between the two of them. While a pandemic is
distributed worldwide, an epidemic is an event
that affects many people within a society,
population, or region. According to the editors of
Intermountain Healthcare (2020), “A simple way
to know the difference between an epidemic and
a pandemic is to remember the P in pandemic,
which means a pandemic has a passport. A
pandemic is an epidemic that travels”.



For their part, the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), established in 2015,
are part of the 2030 agenda, which “provides a shared blueprint for peace and
prosperity for people and the planet, now and into the future” (Department of
Economic and Social Affairs, n.d.). This plan consists of 17 goals, measured
through a total of 167 targets and 230 indicators, that seek to improve people’s
quality of life and the earth’s conditions through international cooperation. All
17 goals and their main targets are further divided into the three dimensions of
Sustainable Development, economic, social, and environmental.

It is important to understand there is a strong connection between the
Sustainable Development Goals and the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights since these goals and targets were established in order to improve all
life conditions (education, health, equity, etc.) without any kind of
discrimination (sex, ethnicity, race, age, among others). It can be said that
without the involvement of Human Rights, these goals are not possible to
achieve. 

In this particular case, the COVID-19 crisis began representing a problem to
the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals and Targets from the
moment this outbreak started limiting access to resources and rights more and
more. In developing countries where living conditions represented an everyday
challenge even before the pandemic started, for example, the situation has
only been exacerbated further. Aspects such as prosperity, protection,
education, access to justice, and above all, access to health, have been limited
to certain groups.

The following graphs represent the current situation of the COVID-19
pandemic.



WHO Coronavirus (COVID-19) Dashboard: Global cases and deaths
(WHO, 2021)

WHO Coronavirus (COVID-19) Dashboard: Cases per region
(WHO, 2021)

https://covid19.who.int/


WHO Coronavirus (COVID-19) Dashboard: Deaths per region
(WHO, 2021)

COVID-19 hospitalizations
(Our World in Data, 2021)

https://covid19.who.int/


In addition, according to WHO (2021), “A total of 899.936.102 vaccine doses
have been administered” as of April 22, 2021. Similarly, there were
173,473,047 recoveries up to July 16, 2021 (World Meter, 2021). 

According to the UN Global Compact (2021), the COVID-19 pandemic is going
to have a strong impact on the 2030 Agenda and is something that both the
United Nations and other experts in sustainable development predict with
certainty. These impacts may be both positive, as is the case with climate
change, and negative, with a special focus on the detriment of community
health and the increase in inequalities due to the global economic slowdown.
The predicted economic impact of the pandemic was a 4.5% Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) reduction in 2020 alone (Szmigiera, 2021). Additionally, the
latter slowdown could jeopardize the implementation of national sustainable
development programs and the Paris Agreement on Climate Change.

Historical Background

While major disease outbreaks and even larger pandemics have occurred on
many occasions in the past, none have occurred on such a large scale in the
21st century. That, combined with the fact that COVID-19 is a completely new
disease (hence the term “novel coronavirus”), make this global outbreak
unprecedented. Despite the uniqueness of the situation, this committee can
still look to previous pandemics and outbreaks to understand how an emerging
disease can be contained, and how an event of this magnitude can set back
global progress.

1918: Spanish flu pandemic. The Spanish flu pandemic of 1918 was the
deadliest disease outbreak of the 20th century and is “among the most
devastating pandemics in human history” (Britannica, 2019). The first
outbreaks of a flu-like illness were detected in American military camps,



especially at Camp Funston in Kansas. The pandemic occurred in three waves,
the first in the spring of 1918, in which the virus quickly spread across Europe,
reaching Poland by July of that same year. During the summer, a new more
lethal form of the disease emerged, triggering the second wave. The third and
final wave occurred in the winter of 1918-19. Flu outbreaks happened in
almost every inhabited area of the world, spreading through transportation
lines, especially shipping routes. Pneumonia was a common symptom, with a
patient dying as soon as two days after the first symptoms, which were fever,
nausea, aches and diarrhea, presented. Approximately 50 million people died
from the disease, with 500 million infections taking place (Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention [CDC], 2018a).

1957: Asian flu pandemic. The Asian flu pandemic was the second of three
major influenza pandemics in the 20th century. This new strain of H2N2
influenza was originated in the eastern part of Asia and quickly spread to
numerous countries worldwide. Generally perceived as the smallest and least
severe of the three, an estimated 1-2 million people died from it. During the
early stages of the pandemic, the disease quickly spread through China,
reaching the west by summer. There, initial case amounts were low but would
quickly increase, mainly affecting young children, pregnant women, and the
elderly. This major increase in cases was considered the second wave of the
pandemic. In 1967, the disease had evolved into the H3N2 strain, which
triggered the 1968 flu pandemic (Rogers, 2020a).

1968: Flu pandemic. Known as the “Hong Kong flu”, the 1968 pandemic
originated in China, just as the 1957 pandemic. According to Rogers (2020b),
this virus was more contagious than the 1957 strain, facilitating its global
spread. A few months after the first cases, the disease had spread to Central
and North America. The outbreak was divided into two waves, the first taking
place between the summer of 1968 and the spring of 1969, and the second



starting in November of that year. The second wave was generally more
damaging than the first. An estimated 1 to 4 million deaths occurred, slightly
more than the 1957 pandemic (1-2 million deaths) and far less than the 1918
pandemic (25-50 million).

1992: Rio Declaration on Environment and Development. Between June 3
and 14, 1992, the General Assembly met to establish the base for a new global
partnership to create new international agreements in order to protect the
global natural environment. In it, it was established that “Human beings are at
the center of concerns for sustainable development” and that “They are
entitled to a healthy and productive life in harmony with nature” (UN, 1992).
The different principles in the declaration established that it was a nation’s
responsibility to ensure that any activity inside it did not cause environmental
harm in other countries and territories; environmental protection and
eliminating poverty was essential to achieve sustainable development, which
means developing nations need to be prioritized, that citizen participation was
integral to achieving said goals, among others. Other principles stated were
that nations must ensure that the environmental legislation is effective and
“States shall cooperate in a spirit of global partnership to conserve, protect
and restore the health and integrity of the Earth’s ecosystem” (UN, 2004).

2002: Millennium Development Goals. In 2000, the United Nations
Millennium Declaration was proclaimed, setting the Millennium Development
Goals, in which participating nations committed working towards reducing
extreme poverty and a variety of other development goals, with a deadline of
2015. In 2002, the UN Secretary-General commissioned the creation of a plan
to achieve said goals, resulting in the creation of a document titled “Investing
in Development: A Practical Plan to Achieve the Millennium Development
Goals” three years later (United Nations Millennium Development Goals, n.d.).



2009 and 2010: H1N1 Influenza pandemic. In April 2009, the first cases of a
new H1N1 influenza strain were detected in Mexico and the United States. The
first cases were quickly reported to WHO, and a few days after, on April 21, the
work on a vaccine candidate began in the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) in the United States. Four days later, a Public Health
Emergency of International Concern was declared by WHO. As alert levels
were quickly increased to improve the global response to the outbreak, WHO
immediately requested that all countries should engage their outbreak
response systems. On June 11, a pandemic was officially declared by WHO.
This marked the first time a flu pandemic occurred in nearly 50 years. As a
vaccine candidate was developed, the disease spread to an estimate of over 1
billion people. By late December, vaccinations against H1N1 were commonly
available in regions such as North America and Europe (with WHO distributing
vaccines to developing nations), leading to the official declaration of the
pandemic’s end on August 11, 2010 (CDC, 2018b).

Current Relevance

After over 1 year of the COVID-19 pandemic, its global effects are noticeable.
The economy of every country has suffered a decrease, one also experienced
by global stock markets. The stock market refers to the “collection of markets
and exchanges where regular activities of buying, selling, and issuance of
shares of publicly-held companies take place” (Chen, 2021). According to the
BBC (2021), stock markets like Nikkei, Shanghai and Dow Jones dropped up
to -20% at the beginning of this outbreak; however, after the announcement of
the first vaccines, they have recovered to just over -22.6% (Nikkei), -16.1%
(Shanghai) and -7.1% (Dow Jones). Other markets like the Italy MIB and FTSE
dropped over 35% and are just recovering to under 10% after said
announcement. 



(BBC, 2021)

In addition, big economy countries are struggling with an increase in
unemployment rates compared to 2019. Unemployment rates in North
American countries like the United States and Canada went from 3.7% to
8.9% and from 5.7% to 9.7%, respectively. European countries like France and
the United Kingdom also suffered from this unemployment increase on a
smaller scale; France went from 8.5% to 8.9% and the United Kingdom went
from 3.8% to 5.4%. There were other small countries that suffered minor scale
increases such as Germany, Italy and Japan. In South America, the most
affected was Brazil, from 11.9% to 13.4%.



(BBC, 2020)

The main obstacle to limiting the spread of COVID-19 is the failure to find a
balance between an effective lockdown and protecting the economy. While
there have been many recommendations and guidelines to keep people safe
while outdoors, they are often ignored. The 2020 U.S. Elections, for example,
led to a new case record for the country, with around 103,000 cases reported
the day after the election (Siladitya, 2020).



Moreover, tourism is one of the main economic activities in some countries,
with many depending on it as their primary source of income. With the
beginning of the pandemic, commercial flights decreased on a high scale,
going from over 100,000 in a 7-day average to under 50,000 in the same
period. Reservations for hotels in touristic destinations have decreased as well,
causing the loss of billions of dollars. 

(BBC, 2020)



In the pharmaceutical sector, the investment made by governments in order to
find the vaccine against COVID-19 has been significant and mostly beneficial
for companies like Moderna and Novavax (BBC, 2021). The number of vaccine
doses that have been distributed has balanced the economy in many
countries.

(BBC, 2021)

After mentioning how COVID-19 is affecting everyone and everything around
the world, it is now important to highlight its effects on the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). The situation generated by the coronavirus
pandemic represents a huge and challenging threat to achieving the 2030
Agenda since there are previous unfavorable issues such as increased poverty
and hunger, unemployment, health and sanitation crises, economic recessions,
restricted access to education, setbacks in gender equality, among others,



that have been exacerbated by the pandemic. Nowadays, many countries are
dealing with health, economic, and social emergencies due to the negative
consequences of the fight against the Coronavirus.

According to the UN (n.d.), the number of people living in extreme poverty
worldwide decreased from 36% in 1990 to 10% during 2015; however, all this
progress is slowing due to the pandemic. It is projected that 500 million people
could be pushed into poverty as governments shut down entire economies to
manage the virus and unemployment rates grow. It is also expected that by the
end of the COVID-19 pandemic, economic, educational, gender, and other
inequalities will increase even more (OXFAM International, 2020). This is mainly
affecting the Sustainable Development Goal #1, but also others such as SDG
#3, Good health and wellbeing; SDG# 2, Zero Hunger; and SGD#10, reduce
inequalities. Consequently, it can be seen that all SDGs are interrelated and
without one the others can’t be achieved. The following graph demonstrates
the projected number of people in poverty under different scenarios:



(SDG Integration, 2020)
Considering the information mentioned above, existing inequalities provoke
economic crises. Globally, only one out of five unemployed people have
access to unemployment benefits and almost 2 billion people work in the
informal sector, meaning they don’t have access to labor protections such as
sick pay or unemployment benefits. In developing countries, 90% of existing
jobs are informal, compared to developed nations where only 18% of people
work in the informal sector (OXFAM International, 2020). 

COVID-19 has incremented these numbers and disrupted billions of lives.
According to The International Labor Organization (2020), more than “one in six
young people have lost their jobs since the pandemic began, and those that
are still at work have seen their hours reduced”. The International Monetary
Fund (IMF) also expects a global recession as bad as or worse than the one in
2009. This is manly affecting SDG #8, sustained and inclusive economic



growth, and consequently the creation of jobs that improve living standards
(United Nations, n.d.)

The world is currently facing one of the most impactful health crises of the 21st

century. As stated by the UN (n.d.), COVID-19 is spreading human suffering,
disrupting millions of lives and destabilizing global economies. Before the
pandemic began, important advances were being made to improve the health
of millions of people by “focusing on providing more efficient funding of health
systems, improved sanitation and hygiene, and increased access to
physicians,” (UN, n.d.). However, health emergencies such as the COVID-19
pandemic have not only affected people’s physical health but also their mental
health, affecting the third goal of the 2030 agenda, good health and well-being.

International Actions

Even though the pandemic has been going on for more than a year, the entire
international community hasn’t developed an official and effective plan to
diminish the impact of COVID-19 on the Sustainable Development Goals.
Nevertheless, international organizations such as GAVI, The World Bank, The
Global Fund, and the COVID-19 Response Mechanism (C19RM) have been
taking small actions to tackle the problem. 

GAVI, the vaccine alliance, has previously helped to protect people from the
world’s deadliest diseases like Ebola, Cholera, and Yellow fever with their
vaccines and is now co-leading the global effort to ensure that people have
access to COVID-19 vaccines. It also strives to aid public health and reduce
the economic impacts of the pandemic. 

Since June 2020, this organization has been co-working with developed
vaccine manufacturers like Canada, the U.S., and organizations like WHO and



CEPI in order to develop COVAX AMC, a new financing mechanism that
supports 92 low and middle-income economies (Gavi, 2020). 

For its part, the World Bank, one of the main sources of financing, is playing an
important role to combat the problem. Since the pandemic started in March
2020, this organization has adopted measures to help low- and middle-income
countries like Nepal, Afghanistan, Rwanda, and Cambodia with their response
to this pandemic like supporting public health, guaranteeing the supply of
essential supplies and equipment, and helping the private sector to continue
its operations maintaining employment. In order to contribute, The World Bank:

Will allocate up to $160 billion in financial assistance over 15 months to
help more than 100 countries protect the poor and vulnerable, support
businesses and drive economic recovery. This amount includes 50
billion USD of new resources from the International Development
Association (IDA) to be allocated through grants and loans on highly
concessional terms (The World Bank, 2021).

Also in 2020, The Global Fund developed a response mechanism with the
purpose of supporting countries to mitigate the impact of COVID-19. This
international organization:

Awarded nearly US$1 billion to 106 countries to support their responses
to COVID-19. Thanks to US$3.5 billion in investment from the United
States, EUR 140 million from Germany, and contributions from a
growing number of other donors, we are able to continue with the
COVID-19 Response Mechanism in 2021 (The Global Fund, 2021).

Likewise, the IMA World Health, a global, faith-based non-profit organization
that offers sustainable and efficient solutions to health problems in the

https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2021-03-11-global-fund-thanks-the-united-states-for-usd3-5-billion-emergency-investment-to-fight-covid-19/


developing world, has been working with local partners to respond to the
COVID-19 surge, mainly in India and Nepal, providing support to overwhelmed
hospitals and helping rural communities to limit the spread of the virus. For
over 60 years, their main objectives have been to strengthen health systems;
prevent and treat diseases; and promote water, sanitation and hygiene. 

Alongside collaborations of the Lutheran World Relief, the IMA World Health
has been “assisting hospitals in accessing critical supplies like personal
protective equipment, oxygen, ventilators and basic medicines, helping
long-standing community organizations that reach into marginalized
communities, providing information and supplies to prevent COVID-19’s
spread” (IMA, 2021).

Project HOPE has transformed and helped with the health and well-being of
people and communities around the world for more than 60 years. Project
HOPE works with disasters and health crises, infectious diseases,
noncommunicable diseases, maternal and child health, and health policies.
While African countries are receiving their first doses of vaccines, Project
HOPE, in partnership with the Brown University’s Center, “has launched an
online training targeting over 20 African countries to ensure local vaccinators
are prepared and ready to meet the demands of their roles as COVID-19
vaccines become available” (Project HOPE, 2021). More than 140 participants
from South Africa and Ethiopia already attended the first training on Friday,
February 26 of the present year (Doran, 2021).

UN Actions

The General Assembly, looking forward to the end of this global pandemic, has
proposed two responses along with the United Nations, the countries part of



the committee and the World Health Organization; the COVID-19 Response
Fund and COVID-19 Response Plan.

The COVID-19 Response Fund by the World Health Organization has raised
over 1.9 billion dollars in order to fill all the requirements for the response plan
for 2021. Actions to supply affected countries are still the main priority for this
year. Donations for this fund are directed to actions like: 

● Suppress transmission through public health and social measures,
including detecting and testing cases, tracing and quarantining
contacts, shielding high-risk groups.

● Managing the infodemic and fighting disinformation and misinformation.
● Protect the most vulnerable by building vaccine acceptance, ensure

vaccine deployment in all countries, and carrying out vaccination
campaigns.

● Reduce mortality and morbidity and save lives by ensuring quality care,
training of health workforce, and access to essential commodities.

● Accelerate equitable access to new COVID-19 tools, including vaccines,
diagnostics, and therapeutics in all countries.

The COVID-19 Humanitarian Response Plan on the other hand, is the concrete
plan regarding actions from 2020 and looking forward to 2021 and contains
the main priorities and response approach. 

COVID-19 is having an unprecedented impact on all countries, both in
terms of prompting the scaling of public health preparedness and
response and protection of vulnerable populations, and in terms of
requiring mitigation of broader social and economic impacts (United
Nations Coordinated Appeal, 2021).



According to the World Health Organization, other urgent actions that should
be done in order to counteract this problematic are:
 

● Investments in vaccine research should increase in order to help with
the needs of underserved populations.

● International communities should develop immunization plans, relying
on the Immunization Agenda 2030 (IA2030) to multiply investments to
make these immunization plans accessible to all the community.

Also as part of WHO’s response, the R&D Blueprint was activated to
accelerate diagnostics, vaccines and therapeutics for coronavirus. The
Blueprint aims to improve coordination between global health professionals
and scientists in order to accelerate the research and development process,
create new norms and standards to learn from, and improve upon the global
response. The R&D Blueprint team has facilitated an accelerated and
coordinated response to COVID-19 and was responsible for developing a
COVID-19 candidate vaccine landscape database (WHO, 2020). Public health
is also the main goal for 2021 for all people in need that cannot afford private
healthcare.

Points to Discuss 

1. Life conditions 
a. Economy and social impacts

i. Extreme poverty by 2030
1. Social discontent
2. The rise of inequalities 

a. Most vulnerable regions
ii. Increase in unemployment rates

1. Gross Domestic Product decrease



iii. Displacement and migration 
iv. Emergency financings

1. Stimulus plans
b. Sanitation services

i. Lack of health services 
1. The challenge of treating illnesses not related with

COVID-19
2. The unequal distribution of COVID-19 medical

devices
c. Education

i. Massive closure of educational institutions
1. The challenge of online education in developing

countries and vulnerable sectors
2. Unequal distribution of education personnel and

technologies
d. Gender violence

i. The growth of domestic violence during the COVID-19
pandemic
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